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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Mary Olson
We might call this the Gratitude Issue of Ex Libris.
First, let me introduce myself. I became involved with the Friends
of the Library when, while browsing at H.P. Wright Library, I
noticed some people at a table discussing the possibility of the
library closing. I asked, "Is this an open meeting?" and in short
order was part of the Save Wright Library campaign. I offered to
edit the newsletter and help in the creation and maintenance of a
website. Thanks to member Melinda Baker donating her expertise
and server space, the Friends' site got up and running.
Readers are people of both sentiment and imagination. We still
miss Wright Library and the new library at Hill Road is not the
end of our imagining. The Hill Road Library, welcomed on its
opening day by 1100 visitors, exists through the tremendous
efforts of many.
Thanks to Berta Steele, the motive force behind the Save Wright
campaign, who has continued to advocate, as president of the
Friends of the Library and as Library Advisory commissioner, to
expand library services in our city. And thanks to Marianne
Coffey, who has served in bookstore operations and as vice
president, for her indefatigable promotion of libraries to city and
county officials. For more on the opening of Hill Road Library
and our thanks to those who made it possible, see pages 2 and 3.
Kathy Thomson, who has served as president since 2010, is now
serving as treasurer. Our thanks to Kathy for her leadership
through tumultuous times and to Gary Stephens, who served as
treasurer during that time, for setting a very high bar for the
organization and reporting of financial information, in addition to
spearheading the reorganization and maintenance of our member
database. Thanks to Charles McDermott, our new vice president,
who revived the Friends' Fund Development Committee. The
investment and return of our capital improvement fund allowed
us to be part of the solution in creating the new library. We hope
to be able to support future library developments with continued
investment in the fund.
Thanks to Colleen Gallo, who is leaving her position as bookstore
manager. After the store was renovated in 2010 by Jean Nickel
and Gayley McConica, Colleen undertook the herculean task of
managing the store and the tons of book donations constantly
arriving at E.P. Foster Library. For more on the bookstore, see
page 4.
Thanks to all of you who are members –
this is an open invitation, look inside for ways you can join in!

Our inventory overfloweth
All categories
Many Large Print titles
and Children's Books
Books individually priced

Ventura Friends of the Library
Book Sale
Saturday, February 17
Members only 9 am to 10 am
Open for all 10 am to 3 pm
Topping Room
E.P. Foster Library
All genres, including special interest,
classics and vintage; fiction, including
current hardcover and paperbacks; nonfiction, including biography, science,
travel, cooking, history, California
history, art, music, craft books,
children's books; dvds, books on cd and
tape, puzzles, and more.
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"Imagine"
was the theme for the
Grand Opening of the new
Hill Road Library.
The library clearly captured the imagination
of many as 1100 people showed up for the
ribbon cutting on December 3, 2017.

Since the last new library opening in the city of Ventura in the 1960's, the
city has grown far to the east. Library proponents have been dreaming
and advocating for a branch more accessible to residents in the eastern
part of our city for some time. This dream was realized through the
efforts of Ventura County Library System, Ventura County Board of
Supervisors who approved ongoing funds in the amount of $250,000 to
operate the new library, the City of Ventura who provided $25,000 for
onetime capital expenditures and approved $50,000 annually and
Ventura Friends of the Library who raised and contributed $200,000.
The opening was indeed a grand and festive occasion. Library staff wore Tshirts emblazoned with. “Imagine.....Hill
RoadLibrary.” The program was MC’d by Ivor Davis, local author of "The Beatles and Me on Tour". Rubicon Theatre
provided musical entertainment by The Harmonix who, under the keen direction of Miriam Arichea, performed John Lennon's
"Imagine" and other hits from the Beatles. Library officials, State Senator HannahBeth Jackson, Supervisor Steve Bennett,
and Ventura Mayor Erik Nasarenko offered congratulatory remarks.
Nancy Schram , new Ventura County Library Director, said "We are thrilled to be opening a new library on the East side of
Ventura. It’s a wonderful example of how the County, City, and community came together to provide funding and support so
that we can reach more people with library services and ultimately improve lives and enrich the entire community.”
The festivities continued with demonstrations of Legos, 3D printer and wood
etcher which will be available for use at the library. Visitorss of all ages lined
up to get library cards, check out books on the new selfserve machines, talk
to the librarians and buy books from the Friends' shelves.
On the library's patio, guitarist John Bardi invited singalongs, multimedia
artist Judee Hauer helped children make clothespin folk art dolls, and
Beverly Russell, flower card reader, added a bit of paranormal pizzazz.
The Ventura Downtown Lions club supplied and served free hot dogs to all
comers. Visitors could create a photographic memory of the occasion at a
photo booth.
Thanks to the Ventura County Credit Union who, several years ago, chose to partner with the Friends, helping us to raise funds
which were subsequenty tapped for this project. Thanks to Ventura Chamber of Commerce (and their giant scissors) for
participating in the opening day events. Thanks to international photographer Roger Whitehouse who donated six collectible
signed photos of the Beatles for a raffle.
Thanks to Ivor Davis, John Bardee, Judee Hauer, the Rubicon Theatre and the Harmonix and Ventura Downtown Lions for
their contributions to this celebration.
Special thanks to Beverly Russell, Ventura Friends of the Library member, author and flower card reader, whose imagination
designed this event!
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The Hill Road Library is now OPEN!
Library Hours
Monday through Wednesday, 10 am6 pm
Thursday, 26 pm
Friday through Sunday, 10 am2 pm
Early Literacy Class
Wednesdays @ 10:30 am
Ventura Friends of the Library has a designated space there, visible
straight ahead as you walk in the door. It is furnished with some
comfy seating and a table where our membership brochures can be
displayed. There are shelves where books are offered for sale.
Payment is accepted in recepticles on the honor system. Friends of
the Library Board members Jill Forman and Ellen Klope are managing
the sales there.

Among other useful features, the library has 2 study rooms. Priority for the rooms is given to literacy tutors. All other
bookings are on a first come basis. Rooms may be booked with a library staff member during open hours for up to 2 hours,
up to one week in advance. The rooms contain a table, a large video monitor, electric outlets and 4 chairs. Eight people is the
maximum that could comfortably be accommodated (if you can locate 4 more chairs).

Ventura Friends of the Library gratefully acknowledges those who donated to their Hill Road Capital Campaign:
Benefactor
Ventura County Credit Union
Patrons
Dixie Adeniran
Donald R. Belles
Mary Jo Coe
Joanne Fields
Jill Forman
Sandy and Don Greenberg
Beverly Russell
Star Soto
Ventura Downtown Lions Club
Alberta Word
Mark and Kathy Thomson

Donors
Lisa M. Atkinson
Mary Braitman
Charles Cole
Monte and Dorothy Elchoness
Terence Foley
Stanley Frochtzwajg
Christopher Gordon
Janice Hackel
Marcia Herter
Clyde Hofflund
Jennifer L. Hughes
Maryanne Irving
Larry Kirkpatrick
in memory of Sherrie Carlson
Jim Kyle
in memory of Lydia Thompson
Carol Lindberg

Donald Mills
Peter L. Magoon
Harry Maynard

Mary Ann Memmer
Traci Miller
Lawrence and Ethel Mills
Barbara Paarmann
Janet Parrone
Kathleen Shaffer
Berta Steele
Mary Stewart
Virginia Stout
Marilyn L. Thompson
Michael R. Tiffany
Krista Wilbur
Keith York
Kathleen Yuss

Ventura Friends of the Library has supported the Hill Road Library financially and with numerous volunteer hours.
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Bookstore News
After a brief interruption, the
Friends' book store in E.P. Foster
Library is again open. Following
Colleen Gallo stepping down as
bookstore manager and the
disruptions caused by firerelated
library closures, Sandy Greenberg
has risen to the occasion of leading
the transition of the bookstore.
Bookstore volunteers are again staffing the store Wednesdays through Saturdays. A meeting was held for bookstore
volunteers on January 23 to collaborate on bookstore operations. Volunteer information and the calendar of shifts at the
bookstore have been updated. Volunteers are still needed, both to take a regular shift and to be added to the substitute list.
Donations of books are received at E.P. Foster and the Friends are committed to using donations in every way that we can.
Donations must be sorted to determine which are to be sold in the store and which are to be sent to the warehouse to be sold at
a periodic sale. We also on occasion provide books to other nonprofit organizations that might have a need for them.
In addition to the volunteers working in the bookstore, volunteers are needed who can commit to regular days and times to sort
books. Volunteers are also needed to transport books to the warehouse on a regular basis.
If you would like to help, please email Sandy Greenberg: sandy99green@gmail.com
When we have periodic sales, we have a great need for volunteers with strong backs to load boxes of books from the warehouse
and unload those boxes at the site of the sale. Volunteers who can also supply a truck are also in short supply. If you would
like to help, please email Kathy Thomson: katbarcat@aol.com
We would also like to encourage those with large donations  more than 2 boxes of books to bring them to the warehouse,
11251 Riverbank Drive, between 9 and 11 am on Fridays. Volunteers will be at the warehouse at that time and can provide
receipt for tax purposes.
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Share your enthusiasm for reading
with your Friends!

* MEMORIAL *

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
BOOK DISCUSSION

In memory of
Sherrie Carlson
from
Larry & Joyce Kirkpatrick
Jan Parrone

meets in the Topping Room on the first
Saturday of the month from 10 am to
noon. This group reads a variety of
fiction and nonfiction and is always
open to new members!
Saturday, March 3:
The Dream Life of Sukhanov
by Olga Grushin

Saturday, April 7: Poetry Month
Saturday, May 5:
From Ageing to Sageing:
A Revolutionary Approach to
Growing Old
by Zalman SchachterShalomi,
Ronald S. Miller
Saturday, June 2:
Crazy Horse and Custer
by Stephen E. Ambrose
For more info, call Marcia at 4073510
or email marciarenee@gmail.com

In memory of
Jim Wright
from
Kappy Paulson
In memory of
Lydia Thompson
from
Jim Kyle

Thank you to our donors
Marrietta O’Farrell,
Barbara Meister
Larry & Joyce Kirkpatrick
Lawrence & Ethel Mills
Kaththleen Paulson
Tom & Mary Olson

Karyl Lynn Burns, producing artistic
director of the Rubicon Theatre, regaled
us with stories from the beginning of the
Rubicon Theatre in our community and
previewed next year’s productions.
The program was followed by a short
business meeting.
Gary Stephens
presented annual treasurer’s reports.

Members gathered for our Annual
Membership Meeting on Sunday,
October 29, 2017.

We voted to amend the bylaws to state
that officers assume their duties on
January 1. This change corrects an
oversight. In 2015, our fiscal year was
changed from April 1 through March
31 to January 1 through December 31,
but we had failed to change the
statement that “officers assume their
duties on April 1”.
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Thanks to those who
renewed membership
at the patron level
Dixie Adeniran
Lila M. Atkisson
Marilyn L. Batelaan
David & Debbie Bayer
Mary Braitman
Arlene Briggle
Connie Casavan
Tracy Clark
Terrence Foley
Sumiye Fukasawa
Sandra Greenberg
Michael Johnson
Linda Kapala
Eunice Koch
Traci Miller
Marietta O'Farrell
Ken Oelschlage
Mary Anne Powers
Dorothy Prairie
Merilyn L Thompson
Will Thompson
Marcia Wakelee
Carolyn Wood

We voted to have 5, rather than 3,
membersatlarge on the board. This
change to the composition of the Board
of Directors was a response to the
addition of a fourth library branch at
Hill Road. We would like to have
enough positions on the board to allow
representation from all the branches.
We elected Officers of the Board of
Directors for 2018:
PRESIDENT

Mary Olson

VICE PRESIDENT Charles McDermott
TREASURER

Kathy Thomson

RECORDING SECRETARY Ellen Klope
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Star Soto
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Opera Santa Barbara
Noontime Concert
returns to E.P. Foster
Topping Room
Friday, March 16, 2018
12:00 to 1:00 pm

Spend Your Lunch Hour listening to members of the
Mosher Studio Artist Program perform a selection of
popular opera arias and duets as well as some musical
theatre pieces.

Ukulele Jam

What if, among the more than 6,000 plants native to
California, hundreds were not only edible, easy to use
and delicious, but extremely lowwater as well?
Tuesday, February 20, 7 to 9 pm

Join folks of all ages and experience levels
to jam out on your ukulele!
Beginners welcome,
every 2nd and 4th Monday
in the Topping Room at E.P. Foster Library.

E.P. Foster Topping Room

Nancy Schram
pictured here at the Hill Road
Library opening,
succeeded Jackie Griffin as
Director of the Ventura County
Library System
on December 17.. Schram joined the
Ventura County Library System as
the Deputy Library Director in 2016.

Venture (a) Out in the County
... a Sierra Club Educational Series
Tuesday, March 13
Tuesday, May 8
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
Learn about great places to hike, camp, and
scenic spots around Ventura County.
E.P. Foster Library Topping Room!

Poetry Open Mic Night
Thursdays 7:30  9 pm
Hosted by Phil Taggart.
Enjoy a featured poet,
then share your own work with the group.
All are welcome to just sit and listen as well

Chess around the Corner
E.P. Foster Library
Saturdays @ 11 am  4 pm
Calling all chess players!
Keep your skills sharp with this onehour, dropin
session of free play. Boards will be set up and ready to
go. Bring your best moves!

Prior to that, she served as the Deputy Library Director for
the City of Thousand Oaks for nine years after having
worked for the County of Los Angeles Public Library for 10
years. She has a master’s degree in Library and Information
Science from the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee and is
a member of two professional library associations.
Since joining the County, Schram has implemented
innovative technology at Hill Road Library. She also
initiated a Library Staff Training Academy and a program to
work with homeless patrons at the E.P. Foster Library.
“I’m excited to take a leadership role in County government
and to serve our residents with superior library services,” said
Schram. “I envision a thriving, sustainable, relevant and
collaborative librarysystem that will meet the needs of all our
communities far into the future.”
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Teens can earn community
service credit while sharing
ideas, meeting new people
and cohosting library events.

Gaming Daze
in the Topping Room

TAG (Teen Advisory Group)
meets on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of the month at
E.P. Foster Library in the

Friday, March 9, 2018
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Young Adult area, on the 2nd
floor.

Plugged & Unplugged Gaming
Sponsored by the Teen Advisory Group.

LEGO PLAY
Build, learn and play!

Early Literacy Classes

STEAM MONTHLY
2nd Wednesdays
4  6 pm
Structured event in the E.P.
Foster Library Makerspace.

Look for
Mini Maker Faires
in all library branches
in the spring!

Mondays (Bilingual)
Avenue Library  6:00 p.m.
Tuesdays
E.P. Foster Library  10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays
E.P. Foster Library  10:30 a.m
Wednesdays
Hill Road  10:30 am
Thursdays
Saticoy Library  9:30 a.m.
Thursdays
Saticoy Library  11:00 a.m.

Bring your
imagination and
experiment with
creative designs.
Children of all ages
welcome!
Mondays:
Saticoy Library
1:00  5:00 pm
Thursdays:
Avenue Library
3:00 5:00 pm

Watch for updates at www.venturafriendsofthelibrary.org
and Ventura Friends of the Library on Facebook
Email: friends@venturafriendsofthelibrary.org Newsletter Editor: Mary Olson

Ventura Friends of the Library

P.O. Box 403

Ventura, CA 93002

Join Ventura Friends of the Library and help make our libraries even BETTER!
We support the public libraries of the City of Ventura in delivering library services, including:

(Make checks payable to: Ventura FOL and mail to P.O. Box 403, Ventura CA 93002)

We need YOUR help! Ventura FOL is a 501(c)(3) taxexempt organization run entirely by VOLUNTEERS.

