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East Side Library BIG News

On December 13, 2016, the Ventura County Board
of Supervisors approved a Lease Agreement for
property located on S. Hill Road in Ventura for the
Ventura County Library System. This location will
establish a new branch of the Ventura County
Library System to be located in the City of Ventura. A
previous study of library operations in the City of
Ventura completed in 2012 demonstrated a need for
additional library services on the East side of Ventura.

The lease for this property on S. Hill Road came about
after the Ventura County Board of Supervisors approved
funding in the amount of $200,000 annually in the adopted
budget for Library operations on the east side of Ventura in
June 2016. The Ventura County Library Director looked
for a location on the East side of Ventura where existing
resources could be used to supplement new resources to
operate a new library, and identified a vacant office space
of approximately 5,100 sq. ft.

This location was identified as a prime spot because it is
on a bus route, has ample parking, is close to the Ventura
County Government Center where many people come to do
business, is on the East side of Victoria Avenue enabling
residents and students who live on the East side to more
easily walk to the library, and would allow the Library to
take advantage of shared staffing resources. The close
proximity to the Library Services Administration Offices
has the benefit of allowing for staffing support from office
staff as needed.

Additionally, the space was identified as a prime spot
because it is fiscally feasible with the landlord providing
needed tenant improvements. This facility will allow for
providing library services, such as children’s early
childhood literacy classes, adult literacy tutoring, access to
computers and the Internet, and access to library
collections, on the East side of Ventura.

Nancy Schram, Ventura County Library Deputy Library
Director says, “We are thrilled to get one step closer to
providing expanded access to much needed library
resources and services on the East side of Ventura. It is a
great example of how we can reach more people and
ultimately improve lives and communities with additional
support and funding. Children growing up today on the
East side of Ventura will now have a neighborhood library
to help them explore, discover and connect with the
world.”
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LIBRARIES GROWING WITH TECHNOLOGY

Members gathered at our annual meeting for an insight
into the growing role of technology in the library and to
elect our Board of Directors for 2017.

Kathy Thomson, president, introduced Deya Terrafranca, City
Librarian, who presented an update on the multifaceted
aspects of the library's mission to inspire the community to
explore, discover and connect. Information and services
patrons can access with their library card have grown
exponentially in the last few years. The literacy mission of the
library has also grown to include S.T.E.A.M. literacy -- science,
technology, engineering, art and math.

Kathy Thomson thanked Deya for her work in our libraries and
wished her well in her further pursuits as she will be leaving
her position as city librarian.

Deya introduced Antonio Apodaca, the Makerspace Librarian.
He explained this new trend In libraries, the Makerspace, a
learning environment where communities can share ideas,
build things together and connect with new technologies and
traditional tools. Antonio demonstrated the 3d printer.

The presentations were accompanied by a lively discussion
among all those present.

Kathy Thomson thanked board members for their service
during the past year. Marianne Coffey, vice president, was
recognized for her extraordinary work organizing a poster
contest in conjunction with Ventura’s 150th anniversary,
finalizing the enhancement of the children’s area using the
Ray Bradbury grant, working on proposals for a new east side
library branch and co-managing the bookstore.

In the absence of our Treasurer, Gary Stephens, Kathy
summarized the annual Treasurer’s Report and distributed
printed copies of the report.

Members voted to change the By-laws to add the
membership category of “Benefactor” for those joining at the
highest level of financial support and to change the
designation of "Sponsor" to "Patron".

Qe Officers of the Board of Directors for 2017 were electedj
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